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August 20—September 30, Pastor Pam will be on renewal leave. Rev. Evelyn and Rev. Teri Erbele
will be covering for Pastor Pam during her renewal leave. It is a wonderful gift to have the Erbeles
with us for 7 weeks. Here is more about their background:
The Rev. Evelyn Erbele is a missionary
with the General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church
currently assigned as to our area. Her
last appointment was Ketchikan Alaska.
It is a region of unusually heavy rainfall,
a factor, along with the geographical
isolation, that compounds the hardships
of unemployed and low-income residents. Downtown Ministries
includes providing facilities for a day shelter related to First City
Homeless Services (FCHS), a local nonprofit organization that
serves the needs of Ketchikan's homeless, marginally housed,
and transient community. The shelter is located in the social hall
of First United Methodist Church. Evelyn was the church liaison to
the shelter manager. Many of the persons served by the shelter
are chronically homeless, leading to questions about their willingness to make other arrangements. People ask whether funds are
well used in serving the same families and individuals again and
again. Evelyn says she finds it difficult to put a dollar value on
people. "What I am saying is, this is Ketchikan. It is raining
and it is cold. Families, men, and women are in the day shelter every day. Where would they be if it were not here?"
"Homelessness has many faces," she explains. "When I first
began working with FCHS in 2008, I would look at an individual and say to myself, 'If this were my father, mother, brother,
or sister what would I do for them?' And then one day I heard
Christ say, 'Evelyn, these are your father, mother brother,
and sister.'"
Evelyn is an elder in the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference. From
1996 to 2006, she was in Russia, where she helped to develop
programs to introduce and educate adults to the Christian faith.
Evelyn states, "For the most part those of us raised in the
West have been exposed to church culture since birth and
possess a basic understanding of church and the Scriptures.
Not so for the peoples of Eastern Europe. Adults of this region were not allowed for years to attend church or Bible
study. For that matter many still don't own a Bible."
From 1999 until June of 2007, Evelyn traveled in Lithuania and
Latvia to foster adult education courses. She was pastor of the
Eiguliai United Methodist Church in Kaunas, Lithuania from 2005
to 2007. Organized in 1999, this congregation had a particular
focus on at-risk children. It started an afterschool program and,
later, initiated a food-sharing ministry for shut-ins and older
persons.

Evelyn wrote and published a study book in both the Russian and
Latvian languages entitled, A Biblical Understanding of the Christian Faith and Church Membership through the United Methodist
Church.
Before her service in Eurasia, Evelyn managed a health and dental clinic for students and staff of the Hillcrest School community in
Jos, Nigeria.
Rev. Erbele holds a Doctor of Ministry degree from Wesley Seminary, Washington, DC. A native of Warwick, Rhode Island, she
and Teri are the parents of two adult children.
The Rev. Teri Erbele, an elder of the OregonIdaho Annual Conference, is a missionary with
the Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church currently assigned to our area.
Jesus began his ministry by quoting Isaiah, “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favor.” (Luke 4:18-19) Teri rejoices that as a
missionary and a preacher of the Good News that he can participate in
this continued ministry of Jesus who promised to be with us always and
everywhere.
Serving as Mission Interpreter in Residence for the Northeast Jurisdiction from 2007 to 2008, Teri helped local churches, districts and conferences understand the call to mission for all Christians.
From 2005-2007 Teri served as District Superintendent of the United
Methodist Church in Lithuania. In conjunction with service in Lithuania,
he also served as Area Financial Executive (AFE) to Latvia and Eurasia.

In Russia from 1996-2005 as AFE, Teri was responsible for the
bookkeeping of all Advance projects, served as treasurer of each
Advance project and managed the oversight of the distribution of
the Latvia and Lithuania Initiative funds.
Teri served from 1989-1995 as the Area Financial Executive in
missionary service in Nigeria, West Africa.
Prior to missionary service Teri was appointed as pastor to
churches in the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference. Apart from his
pastoral responsibilities, he also served as District Mission Secretary, Conference Board of Global Ministries secretary, and District
Church Extension Society secretary and chairperson.
Teri was born in Michigan and raised in Nigeria. He holds a Bachelor of Mathematics from Portland State University and a Master
of Divinity degree from Asbury Theological Seminary.

Do you notice?? The sanctuary ceiling has been painted—no more water stain.
And the carpets will be cleaned this week.

- The trustees

Donuts & Dudes Sunday August 26 at 9 am . Gathering of m en (and children)
for fellowship. Join the conversation. In Classroom 4.

Top of the Hill
August 23rd at 11:30
Please look prayerfully at what you can do to help worship run smoothly. We need
greeters, readers, communion helpers and fellowship hosts.
Church Leadership Team (formerly known as the Nomination Committee) has begun their work for
church leaders, and officers for 2019. The church leadership team is responsible for the elected officers. Election of officers is done at the fall charge conference. (date TBA). These positions are:

Church Council Chair
Lay Leader
Annual Conference Rep
Membership Secretary
Finance: Chair, treasurer, and financial secretary
Trustees and Staff Parish Relationship Committees; These 2 committees are on rotating 3
members classes. In order words, 3 members rotate off and 3 new members rotate on each
year to give new leadership and continuity
Trustee Treasurer
Memorial Treasurer
The guidelines the Church Leadership Team will be using this year is to bring in more new leaders,
and let those who have served for many years, take a well deserved break. Church membership is a
requirement for a few positions but all others are open to anyone who is interested. We also have
lots and lots of program positions, such as missions, worship, fellowship and connecting people that
anyone can participant in during the year, without election.
So if there is a place you want to serve in 2019, let Pastor Pam know or Arlene Stebbins. OR if
there is a leadership need you see, let us know. The Church Leadership Team members are: Pastor
Pam, Bill Ready, Arlene Stebbins, Lorri Stoyles, and Melissa Deckman-McVicker.

What’s happening at the church
Thursdays 10 am Bible Study on hold until October
August 19 Trustees meeting
August 20-September 30 Pastor Pam on Renewal leave
August 23 Top of the Hill

